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Unemployment is one of the most devastating experiences a person
can ever face. Once a sprawling city of factories, Milwaukee today is
looking for skilled workers who can compete within a global
economy. Our Phoenix Life Skills programs reach out to people
caught between the demands of finding new work and point them
to the promise that “with God, all things are possible.”

Everyone needs encouragement during their search for meaningful
employment. Chuck Schmidt is a mentor to John Murphy, a recent
graduate of our Phoenix class. Chuck finds great satisfaction in
helping someone reach his goals. He said, “This helps you look at
yourself differently and when you encourage someone else, you
have encouraged yourself.”

Chuck and John will review their progress after ten weeks. Progress
is measured in three areas: (1) applying what was learned in class,
(2) finding meaningful employment and (3) developing new and

constructive relationships. So
far, they have met seven times.

Accountability and motivation
are two qualities that John
values the most from his
mentor. John observed, “By
nature I lack motivation and
become discouraged very
easily. This puts me on a time
schedule and brings order to
my day.” The best advice
given to John by his mentor
is, “Don’t give up and be
extremely persistent.”

Chuck has advice for others who would like to be a mentor; “You
need to immerse yourself in your client’s search. You can’t depend
on him to make the journey alone so you need to journey with
him.” During the week Chuck finds himself thinking and praying
for his student. His reason? “I have great empathy for people who
do not have a job. This is a mission for me.”

When Richard Hansen became a mentor to Bill Waters, he began to
have reservations if he could accomplish his goals in 12 weeks. He
then came to see that “whatever amount of time it is going to take,
then that’s what it is going to be.” Richard found that God was
speaking to him to become a mentor so he could give something
back to the community.

Bill also sees the value of having a mentor during his job search. He
noted, “Someone doesn’t become a mentor unless he has good will
toward others and I’m the
recipient of this support system.
I appreciate Richard’s
knowledge and experience.”

Richard has advised Bill to be
active in going out and
presenting himself to
employers. Bill commented,
“Having a mentor gives me the
motivation not to be isolated.
Richard has helped me see 
that the answer is to be a part
of things and that I’m to be
engaged in God’s plan for 
my life.”

Mentors Motivate Job Seekers

Richard Hansen (left) is the boardpresident of The Milwaukee OutreachCenter and is recently retired as amanager with St. Francis Banks.He is a mentor to Bill Waters (right).

Chuck Schmidt (right) is a commercial

construction estimator for Megal

Construction of Brookfield and a

mentor to John Murphy (left).



A New Website 
for The Milwaukee Outreach Center

In July we launched our newly constructed website —
www.tmoc.org — and it looks great! You can now find timely
information and new volunteer opportunities that will change
your life and the lives of others.

Whether you are looking for resources, a meaningful place to
serve, or you desire change in your own life, our website is the
right place to look.

There are also opportunities to donate on-line and review all of
our full color newsletters. Please tell your friends about our
website. There are many needs in our community that alone we
cannot meet, but with the combined effort of our many
committed partners, the possibilities for life change are endless.

Annual Open
House

You are invited to our annual open house
to celebrate our one year anniversary in
our new facility. If you have never visited
us, please come. You can find directions

on our website (Contact Us).

Thursday – September 7, 2006
3:00 – 8:00 PM

Refreshment and Tours

The Milwaukee Outreach Center
6647 W. Mill Road

Milwaukee, WI 53218O
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Mike Rintelman,
executive director,
welcomes you to
TMOC’s annual open
house on September 7.

News To Use
August 21 is the final day for registering for our

Annual Golf Scramble on Wednesday, August 23.

Call 414-760-0334 to register.

August 29 – September 1 is our next Phoenix

Life Skills at our Mill Run Business Center location

September 7 – Annual TMOC Open House

E-Bay Auction. We are looking for musical

instruments and other valuables for our ongoing

E-Bay Auction. This is a creative way in making an

important donation to TMOC. Please contact

our office so we can discuss your donation

Hurricane Recovery Teams. Operation Blessing’s

command center in Slidell, Louisiana is still looking

for teams to assist in clean-up and relief efforts.

Housing and meals are available. Call TMOC for

more information.

News That Travels
On July 10–14 Will Hope, Director
of Development, taught “How to
Study the Bible” at the Milwaukee
Teen Challenge Center.

On July 17-21 Bill Lange,
Director of Phoenix Life Skills,
conducted the Phoenix class 
at Hephatha Lutheran Church
at Locust and 18th Street 
in Milwaukee.

Left to right: Bill Lange, Director of Phoenix, Reverend Mary
Martha Kannass of Hephatha Lutheran Church, and Larry Liebe,
Phoenix instructor (accompanied by Phoenix students).

Will Hope is surrounded by
students from Milwaukee Teen

Challenge’s class, “How to Study
the Bible.”



Count On Me!
Today I’m enclosing:

___ My monthly commitment of $_________

___ A special offering $_________

Name
(first) (last)

Address

Phone Email

I would like to…

o be a Phoenix volunteer

o be a mentor for a
Phoenix student

o attend the Phoenix Life Skills program 

o register for the Golf Scramble (August 23)

o visit with a Christian counselor

Thank you for your
faithful prayers

and support!

At the heart of Meadowbrook Church is
a deep love for our city and a serious
commitment of making strong followers
of Jesus. We thank God for this
wonderful church and its godly pastor,
John Mackett.

Please tell us about Meadowbrook
Church and how it was started.
As a staff member of Elmbrook Church,
we began contacting members living in
Wauwatosa and western Milwaukee
during the summer of 1987 for an
informational meeting in the fall. We
asked them to pray and see if God

wanted them to be involved in starting a church in their area.

People were excited about the idea of a church but the realization
of what you had to do to have a church led some to say, “We’re not
there, yet.” After a year of prayer meetings, we began to have
Sunday night worship services over the course of seven or eight
months and then we realized that we had a sufficient core to
launch out.

Mark Seversen was our first pastor. After three years, I became the
associate pastor. In 2001 Mark Seversen received a call to pastor a
church in Kansas and I then became the senior pastor.

What do you see as the greatest challenge for our city 
and community?
I see despair as the biggest challenge. At the heart of chronic
poverty in the inner city and the promiscuous search for
entertainment and money in the suburbs is emptiness and despair.
When despair takes root in a culture, we then have a culture of
death that has a major callousness toward life.

You can’t have a culture of death except where people have given
into despair. If there is hope, then life is valued. We know that the
answer is Christ but how do we speak Christ in terms of people’s
despair? This is why we believe the Gospel is to be lived out 
in relationships.

What things do you believe have contributed to the vitality 
of Meadowbrook Church?
The foundation of prayer is at the heart of our church. We don’t
like to march off with our own ideas.

We also have had a great history of people serving. We met so long
in a school that everyone had to be involved.

Finally, we have been working on our calling of making disciples
and bringing people into the community of God’s people. We 
see disciple-making not just in terms of teaching, but in terms 
of relationships.

How does your church encourage people to become involved
in missions?
In a sense missions is more “caught than taught.” When our
missionaries are home, we give them opportunities to broaden the
horizons of our people. We also send people on short-term
missions trips. We also offer a 16 week course called “Perspectives
on World Christian Movements” with the theme that God is a
missionary God.

Please tell us about your relationship with The Milwaukee
Outreach Center and why you support this ministry.
From the very start, our approach was to network with other
ministries and we came in contact with Jack Brown. He was a real
encourager to our church and even though we also are in the city,
we needed help in knowing what to do. Over the years there have
been numerous Meadowbrook people involved one way or another
with TMOC.

Meadowbrook Shines Hope into the City

John Mackett serves
Meadowbrook Church of
Wauwatosa as its pastor. 
He has provided spiritual
guidance to this church
since its inception in 1987.

Will Hope of TMOC (right)
interviewed John Mackett
(left) at Meadowbrook
Church. The church met
in a school for 17 years
until 2004 when they
purchased their own
facility at 1025 
N. 70th Street. 






